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PREFACE. 


” Ir bas erncraly been the praftice « of N 


„ thoſe perſons, who from ignorance or 


intereſt have become the advocates of 5 


5 bad cauſe, to Aiigmarize, with opprobrious 


5 epithets, all thoſe whoſe. ſentiments have 


5 differed from their own: 1 and though the 


epithets thus given will weigh but little : 


in the eſtimation of intelligent men, and . 


. can prove nothing i in ſavor of the cauſe . 


they are intended to ſerve, unleſs it be 
z the want of proof. yet they | have generally, 


1 5 for a time, the effet of miſlead ding the onl- 


1 gar, who are in the habit of attending 8 
5 more to fond than ſenſe. Fs 
LT 


( | ä 
on this ground, the partizans of the 


preſent miniſtry. have found. the terms 22 


|  Jacobin, Democrat, &. a moſt conve- . 


8 nient ſuccedaneum both for argument and = 


: fact; and they have accordingly beſtowed 
them very plentifully, not only on the 
enemies of government, but even on thoſe 
of its Friends, who have been compelled, Y 
from motives of prudence, of Juſtice, and 8 


N of humanity, to. condemn an infatuated | 


1 perſeverance in LY war, which will be : 


marked, f in the page of future hiſtory, as 


one of the moſt diſgraceful that ever na- 


tion entered into. 


The fame misfortune (if a misfortune it 


: be) has happened to thoſe who, concluding +4 


from | the preſent appearances of things, 


; and from their knowledge of the hiſtory 5 


* 


5 


* vii © Þ 


| of mankind, that? 2 reform, or vevokitdon; : 


will in time take place, have wiſhed for 


8 5 the former rather than the latter. a 


; | Now as ; theſe dealers in  iliberal epi. = 
; thets will moſt likely have the fagacity to 1 
© 8 diſcover, that the author of the following 1 
| pages is An rind. to reform, and an 
5 enemy to the preſent war; 3 and that he is - {2} 
ö moreover no very paſſionate admirer of — 
folly or injuſtice, even when ey appesr 
3 a appendages to reyalty irſelf, they will 5 
moſt probably enroll him i in their lit of , 


_— — 
Sy, 


Jacobins ; by which term is ſuppoſed to 25 


5 be meant an enemy 10 the preſent govern- Ts 


„ ment (and indeed to government in gene- + 
ral) and a friend to all the diſorders and : 


ervelties exerciſed by the different parties 
in France. 


8 I. 
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To theſe worthy gentlemen the author 


has only to reply (leaving them to attach 
what degree of credit they think proper 
to | his aſſertions) that if the above defini- 
tion of a Jacobin is a juſt one, he i is ſo TT 
7 far from acknowledging the truth of the i 
+ charge, that he conceives himſelf autho- 5 
riſed to retort on his adverſaries, by al- . 

: led: ging, that thoſe are the real Jacobins, ; 

70 the real ene mies of government, who, by _ 
doing all they can to render it oppr alf. e to 
the people, and treating with contempt 

5 ev ery praceable attempt at reformation, are 

in reality (whatever they may boaſt of) = 
taking the moſt etfeftual methods that hu- 
man wiſdom can deviſe, to bring about a 
revolution. | And on the other hand, thoſe ; 
| are the true ff ienc 's of any gover ment, who, = 
by the removal of 85 erancer, 22 05 - 


7 xi, Ty 


„ 
; noxious, a ug complained of, would ; 


gladly ſupport its tottering fabric, by the 


general probation and afe tion of the 


I 


At to » the diforders that king taken place 
in France, every one poſſeſſed of huma- N 

85 nity muſt be ſhocked at theme while 

thoſe 


0 It might however be naturally expetied.” chat 
| thoſe who affect to be fo much ſhocked at the lan- 
= guinary acts of the F rench convention, would dif- 
cover fomething like confeſiency, that the treachery 
or cruelty of # monarch, for inſtance „wou 11d pain 
chem as much as the treachery on cruelty of a come. 
vention; that if they really lamented the  Uiforders 
of France, they would not join with thoſe who 
| fomented them ; that if they were ſhocked at the 
recollection of the blond that has been ſhed by the 
friends of the revelution, they would be ſtill more . 
at the greater torrents which have been ſhed by its 
enemies, in the yain hope of effeQing a a counter one; 


and 


. PETE Kg Te 


thoſe who. are e willing to trace things « to 


their proper force,” win execrate the 8 

| condutt of thoſe. fore? eign powers, whoſe 
- unjuſt interſerence, by giving riſe to thoſe 
| diſorders, has, for a time, obſeured th e s 


. an of freedom” s + proudeſt hy. 


To thoſe who; Jitad of being milled 
by names, have che candou r and good ſenſe | 


to judge from falts, the author begs leave 7 


WW. 


ud be 1 5 eager | in | ſeizing ig ev cry ſhadow of. pretext | 


for the continuation of a war r brody beyond. ccample; — 


3; WM 4 ward, that thoſe. who urge the cruelty and 


” wreachc: ry of F rance, us a pretext for the continuance 


"> 80 che w ar, would turn their cyes to the fate of 


ami ty a 


; wretched, Poland, and laying their hands on their 5 
hearts, ak themſelves whether the national con- 
vention of Fi rance, has pr educed, or can produce, any 
more cruel, or more treacherous, or with 44% excuſe 
tor deing ſo, than thoſe with whom we are NOW 


77 te maintaining the accuſtomed relations of pour? and 


Hou. 


p N | xi 7 
o preſent his aſſurances, that he is no 
enemy to kingly government as ſuch, and _ 
— only laments the abuſes too frequently at- 5 


tendant on A. He has for many years 


I been well known in a dm circle of bo 

friends, as a friend to the Engliſh conſt „ 

tution, to the perſon of the reigning mo- { 
2 narch, and a warm admircr of the abilities 
an ad ſuppoſed. integrity of the miniſter, - 

He could not however contemplate, with- 585 

out aſtoniſhment, the commencement. of = 

2 war, which appeared to him to be re- 5 : 
pugnant to every principle of 2 ice and 


= policy ; the unaccountable continuance of 


5 this lamentable conteſt ; the oppoſition 5 

to every attempt at reforms 3 and other at- 

Sl tendant circumſtances, has only ſerved to 

increaſe his aſtoniſhment, ill reviewing the 
conduet of governments in fora ” times, : 


be . 
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0 ths i at length found, that it is no novel 
= « circumſtance for perſons, whom the Al- 5 


- mighty has given up to infatuation, to act . 


ect oppoſition | both to their 07 


intereſts, and to che © intereſts of the beni. 1 


With theſe views, he preſents f the fol- : 


lowing ſermon to the conſideration of . 
his countrymen, leaving hem to deter- 
mine, whether or not there is any ſimila- 5 
rity between the conduct | of the miniſters 5 
5 of Rehoboam, and that of the mini 


mii ers of 


any other country. 


nu ART of LOOSING 4 KN 


oY ; > BY occaſion. of theſe wank 5 we may on 


o FOR KINGS; | 


0; © 


8 A | SERMON. . 5 


Firſt of Ken, 12th «Chapter, 15h Verſe 


EL 10 WRERB TORE THE KING HEARKENED NoT ro 5 N 
| * THE. PEOPLE, ros rue ca Was FROM „ | 
1 BMG, Lord!” | | | 5 wy He ET — 


— 


learn by conſulting the preceding verſes, TT 


in Which we are informed, chat on the e 


5 death of king Solomon, Rehoboam his ſon 


went to Shechem, whither all Lirael were 
come to make him king. F our hundred . 
- ud; ſeventy- fix years had now elapſed Le 


. | fince the people of Iſrael had been a diſ- 


4 tinct people, and dwelt in cheir own land: - | | 
B 3 during — 


8 


15 during the firſt three hundred and . 
+ years, they had been governed by ; 
a Judges, whom the Almighty had raiſcd up, „ 
; as the repreſentatives. of himſelf, among og 
e them; to whom therefore they owed, and PO 
generally paid, implicit obedience : : but WE 
TE expiration | of that time, they had 1 
. thought proper to avail themſelves of fome 1 
abuſes, which, during Samuel's old age, 
55 had crept into their government; to i - 
1 entirely the form of that government; 
15 we could lay in modern e to 5 
5 effect a revolution. On this occaſion — 
. Samuel Was commanded by God to repre- 
5 ſent to them, not only the ſin they had 
Ef committed i in vir tually rejecting the Lord, 
Who Was their king, but likewiſe to et 
- | before them (in terms not very favorable : 
to that form of government) the evils that 
muſt neceſſarily reſult to themſelves fr on 8 
7 ſuch a conduct; and the oppreſſion they 
muſt unavoidably feel under the ſpecies of 
government they had choſen —firſt of 


Samuel, | 


- Samuel, chap. viii. xi. and xviii. But all 


remonſtrance ſeeming in vain, Samuel at 85 
7 length anointed a king over chem: but = 


. alas! ſearcely had they ſeen, or rather felt, 8 


ö the reign of three kings, e'er they began 


alſo to ſee and feel as God had forewarned | 


. them, that national happineſs was not i 
: neceſhrily attached to | kingly | govern- 3 


ment. 


Haring found that kings were capable | 


5 of abuſing the power veſted. in n them, 5 


the oppreſſion of their ſubjects, they now 
| thought of a new expedient, VIZ. to bind 5 


15 the king by a folemn promiſe, made in the | 
preſence of all the people ; 1 or, as we 


: 1 fag, wy admwinit ter 3 coronation 


5 bath. 


Whether they \ were 0 wicked as to FD 


ee ar that in a compact between che = 


king and people, his majeſty is as much a 


bound to full his ikea as the 7 


. &- SS N 
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people are theirs; or e whether "hes thought. 
15 it ſufficient for the king to make a pro- ; 
e iſe, without ever intending 1 to keep it ; 
= wh: at kind of politicians they were in this : 
reſpect, it is difficult, at a period ſo diſtant 4 85 
as the preſent, to ſay : perhaps, having no 
ſuch inſtance before their eyes, as a king 
bren king his W ord, they did not look for- 
ward to that event: be that as it may, 


all the congregation of Iſrael came with > 


Py # 


£ Jerobo 2m at their head, and preſented to | 
che inte end led. monarch. a petition, or re- 
monitrance 0 hardly know which to call 
it) cue hed i in the following terms : Je « thy 5 
1 father m hade our yoke 275 evous; j now, 
os therefore, make thou che grievous ſer- 


vice of thy father, and his heav A yoke X 


py . 


which he put upon us, Jig hr er, and we 


« will jerve thee.” 
| Jeroboam 3 convinced that the matter 


was men o prove of ſor? 1e importance 


very v. ite decline a giving an immediate 


_ankw ET, 


( I i F 
anſwer, PTY deſired three « days to cont! ider fx 
their demands. In the mean time, he had 


- recourſe firſt to the old countellors of Solo- 5 


mon, his father ; but their advi ice not ſuit- 


= Ing his ideas, and perhaps not t exactly aC- 


cording with his royal feeling gs, he re (0! ted ; 


£ (as other kings have done) to the young. 


men of his court, from whom he w. as ſure 


of advice, which if not more pr. ad. . 


W ould. at leaſt be more palatable ; an . 


meeting from them with the very advice 


: he wiſhed for, the young monare h found | 1 


no difficulty in acceding to it; and accord- 


ingly, when the third day came, he poſi- x 
tively refufed 0 comply with the peoples: 


= requeſt, and gave them ach an anſox „ 


as his Houng counſellors. bad dic tatcd ; 5 
1 wherefore, , ſays) my text, 15 che ki 1 ng he ark- _ 
"oe ened net unto the people, | Er the. Cc: uſe. 


AM was from the L ord.” 


the ſubject thus introduc ed, We 


5 nay, in the firit place, conſid er the cir- 


cumſtances 


PPP ea as ME Ee 


gas — „ öfa —n r ee ee eee ee ee ee e ee 
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r Tot tenet on, 5 A 


cumſtances of the people, and the nature 
and 3 of their application to the = 
throne. 


| Secondly,.--the e conduct of the ting of 


IM ral, on this occaſion. : 


"Nod. | Thindly,.—the reaſon affigned for 


: the whole in the latter part of my text, i 
. « Toe cone Was we from. the Lord.” 


With reſpect | to "the ſituation of- the ; 


people, it will be difficult to obtain an 
8 accurate idea of it, or to ſtate with pre- 
15 ciſion all, or even many of che grievances = 
” :nder which they groaned, as no accounts 1 
92s of their parliamentar wy debates (if ever they | oy 
ns took place) have reached us, we cannot 
from them aſcertain what were the crimes 
of their miniſters, or the abuſes of their 


= gov ernment ; and, as a court kalendar (that 
- 00 eateſt of Fall libels on an Engliſh govern- 


Eh ment) cither was not t publiſhed i in the days 


_— 5 


TIT" 


1 8 4 Solomon, or has not been ended: down 185 


to us, we are deprived of its aſſiſtance i in _ 
diſcovering with how many ſhamefully 


uſete fs and expenſir ve offices the people 


A were burthened; offices which, while they On 
increaſe the burthens of the people, and . 


deprive even the pooreſt of a portion of 


their hard-carned bread, do in the fame : 


5 proportion diminiſh, by: an increat ſe of crown : 


influence, their means even of lawful re- 8 


ſtance. 


: With how many worſe than uſcleſ: 985 | - 1 


8 ations. of this kind the kingdom of Iſrael 8 


was diſgraced, it is impoſſible for us at 
this diſtance of time to fay ; ; for as to the 


- twelve thouſand horſemen, and fourteen | 


” hundred chariots, which we read of, chap. 
* verſe 26, the liraelites might perhaps 
be perſuaded to believe them as neceſſary 


to the de ſefence of the kingdom, as they were 
5 for the fate of the ting, juſt as the good. Y 
8 . of England, after having for many 


B 5 years 


* 4 Br op Ro AB SES. 
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1 years conſidered. the maintenance of a 
ſtanding army as an oppreflive and uncon- 
ſtitutional meaſure, have of late found , 


out (or their rulers have found out for 


them) that their ſea-walled iſland is not 15 


lafe without it. 


That Solomon, however, had lived in 


: conſiderable ſtate, is ſufficiently evident, 
from the account we have of his extra- 
vagant proviſion for one ſingle day; and 
the deſcription giv en us of the magnificence 
of his throne, Kc. And it 18 moreover as 2 
| evident, that while himſelf was indulging 
| in all this ſtate, ſurrounded by his concu- 
bines, he had treated his fubjeds as little 
better than ſlaves, employing many thou- ” 
ſands of them in hewing wood | in the 
mountains, | thouſands more in carrying 
ö burthens, &c. juſt with the ſame ſort of = 
propri ety that other kings formerly have 5 
ſent their ſub} eas into foreign countries, 


5 : 


FRE 
. to] be Navghtered by thouſands, in a quar- 


rel that did- not at all concern the mM. 


* is ; poſſible, that bes des thoſe griev- OS ; 


ances which we are acquz ainted w ith, ſeme 


e others might exiſt that v. e arc not intormed om 


f of; it 1s potlible that ſomething like. 4 1 


mock repreſentation of the Waere might 7 


have exiſted among them; they might : 


have thought. themtelves rather 75 njulrcd 


than repreſented, ; and might have peti- . 


| tioned for a reform ; ; Solomon (; (as 18 ſome- 


3 times the caſe with ki ugs) might have „ 


1 treated all their Peg eable applications Win 


contempt ; their habeus corpus act, if ſuch 5 


| they had, might poſl; bly have been wan- 


only ſuſpended, during which time his 
wo ſecretaries of ſtate (Elicreph and 


| Ahiah) might have apprehended ſcme of : 


them who, might afterwards, at the infti- „ 


- gation of Jehoſaphat, Solomon's s atterney- 


general, have been tried for their lives; the 


people 


):! ů«ͥAænn UUEEnnT—Quz 4 — 2 8 


FP Cen gon en 


PPP 


e 
people might 3 been fill more - provoked 


by the diſſipation of Solomon' 5 fons ; 3 nay, 
it is more than probable, that his eldejt 
fon, Rehoboam, whoſe conduct we are : 


| ſhortly to conſider, and who appears by his . 


actions to have been a very thoughtleſs 


and headſtrong youth, might, during the - 
life- time 'of Solomon, have contracted 5 
enormous debts, and the people might have : 
been (in violation of aſſurances that ought 5 
2 e have been ſacred) called upon more 
El than once to bear the burthen of them —.— 
: though Juſtice compels us here to remark, | 
: that if even this happened in Ifrael, the 
1 1 people were comparatively able to bear it, f 
| = they were not impoveriſhed by unjuſt 
and unneceſſary wars, much leſs did the 
miniſters of Solomon perſevere in thoſe : 
which experience had taught em, or 
- ought 0 have taught them, were as hope- 
2 ifs as they were unjuſt Mo, the 


reign of Solomon v was 2 a peaceful reig nl his 


miniſters 


. 1 
miniſters were at leaſt wiſe enou 1 to avoid | 
55 meddling with the « concerns of their neigh- 


bours, and did not waſte the blood and : 
b treaſure of Lrael in their quarrels, # * 


- Put - 


* 'Wreiched indeell muſt bs the ft ſituation ger chat b 5 
9 8 w ho groan under the accumulated weight of every ipecies 


of oppreſſion, that the hiſtory of nations can furniſh 5 


with: ſuch an inſtance as this is perhaps no where to be 


© found. But does it follow, as ſome would teach us, that : 


a people have no right to complain, becauſe they have 


eme advantages which ſome others have been deprived _ 

of? Tt will afford but flender conlol: ation, for inſtance, DE I 
to one who has been deprived of his liberty, "os LD 
mured within the walls of 2 priſon, till his health, per- 5 


| ' haps, is defiroyed, and himſelf and family completely : . 


ruined, and all this under a charge of which he is 2 


Iſt proved to be inncocent, to be told, that in lome 
countries, perſons as innocent as himſelf have been de- 
prived even of life. As little comfort will H yield a 


man, who, after bringing home the hard-earned reward 
of his labours, which he would gladly expend in pur- 


chafing. {perhaps at an exorbitant price) the neceſſaries 
of life for a numerous family, finds himſelf compelled to g 
contribute the far greater part of it to ſupport the {plen- 
dor and luxury of his oppreſiors, to be at laſt informed, 
that if he remains quiet, and does not diſturb the happy _ 
Lovernment under which hs enjoys /o many being, 56e 
will be left in geen poſſeſſion of the eee 


Paittance. 
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But notwithſlanding this and fome other * 


g advantages, which the people of Iſrael en 
5 joyed, they Nill laboured under 2 * eee 
vous ſervice, and a * heavy yoke ;” they 
had long borne it with patience, as duti- 
f ful ſubjects, attached to a prince that Was 
not altogether deſtitute of good qualities: 5 
they ſeem unw fling to diſturb the reign. 
of Solomon by any acts of violence; and 
N they applicd to him at all for a redreſs of -. 
. e it was certainly i in a peaceable 


way. 


But the hitory of the world apy 
proves, that no people, how abject ſoev er, 


will always bear oppreſſion ; ; popular ven- 


” geance may be julled alleep | for : a time, but 


1 like the ſtone, which contrary to its na- 


ture is impelled upwards, the longer it 1 


in falling, the heavicr it will fall at laſt. 


The death of Solomon ſcemed to pre- 


055 bent to che lfrael lites a favorable oppor tu- 


| nity 


(4 
nity for the recovery of at leaſt a portion _ 


of their liberty, and FONG were determined ; 
not to let it * 9 


It does not however, appear, tha t the 


5 body of the people had any ching like an 


intention to revolt. There 15 indeed. $0 


doubt but the ſycophants of the court 


would repreſent, or rat her ”" iſreprofent 


their intention as highly ſeditious; ; and. it 


is likewiſe at the ſame time more than 
5 probable, that Jerobos m, and fome other 


individuals, either to gr: atify their oun 


ambition, or from perſona! enmity againſt ol 


the king, might endeavour 10 incen ſe the 
_ people, by repreſenting the b. id conduct of ö 


the King, or his miniſters, in a more un. 


favorable light than it really deſerved. - 


Such perſons there are in every country, 


who, by taking advantage of the exiſtence 
of real evils, very frequently lead well 
meaning a and moder ate men to much grea- 
ter lengths than they origi! nally intended 


ter 


* 22 - ) 


55 to go, on which account every r ed friend El 
; of his country will the more lament the 
15 wretched policy of that government, who, 

by ſuffering the exiſtence of notorious. 
grievances, are in fact ſtrengthening mw. 
efforts, and putting: as it were a ſword into . 
the hands of the only real. enemies of 
Wi. gd government. 


Bur. to return from this digreflon: 
8 though the people of Iirael might ä 


calumniated by courtiers; or, though the : 


# ag Wo ag we RUA 
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| integrity and good intentions of eme indi- TE. 

viduals among them might admit of more i 

| thaw a doubt, yet nothing like ſedition | 
1 could poſſibly be charged on the body of -- 


the people; on the contrary, the ftrength 
of their claim ſeems to admit of increaſe 
from the prop! tety of their condut?. 


* — . ˖———— 55" nn — 
2 * 7 _ _ 


A moder * attorney, or Glicitor-general, | 
might indeed diſcover ſomething like con- 


Atructive treaſon in this humble attempt 7 


to 


= , © GR ITE LO N 
ae er ee . — 7 


02 T 
tw alter che government as Ws at eſta- 
bliſhed, and in his ridiculous phraſeology, 


might have termed it a ootnpaſüng and 88 


hn imagining | the death of the king; ;” but 


= Jo far were they ; in reality from any ach 5 


compaſ mg and imagining, that they had 
actually aſembled, as we are informed, at 


Shechem, to anoint this ſame Rehol hoam, 


king over them. Nor does it appear that | 


any methods w ere made uſe of to intimi- 


date the king; or that they came armed, 5 


(like the barons to king John)* into bis 


pret { 0 nce - 


Buy the bye, it is very difficult to reconcile the reſpett 7 
paid to Mugra Charta, with the late doctrine of high | 
_ treaſon, as laid down by a- lea red judge, and followed by 
all the crown Janyers; for if any attempt to overawe, | 
even the loweſt branch of t! ne legillature, and ſaſpend it, 
functions, though but for“ a moment ; „if an artemp! — 
to alter the government in this way be really a compaſling 1 7 
and unagining the death of the king, and conſeq 1entl/ 
hi igh treaſon, . ho wall venture to ſay that our Harons, 
at Runny-Mead, had no intention of overaw ing the go- 
vernment, or © * {ulpending 2 ts functions, N even for A 
moment!“ And if they had, oupht not that which Was 
the fruit of their treaſon (according to the above de 
trine to be rather abhorred than reſpected? Or does is 5 
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preſence ; or chat any of the foies of the 
court bad diſcovered ſo much as 4 bike, 85 
or even a Poc kes knife, among them ; nay, 
ſo modeſt \ were their demands, that they 
5 did not extend to a total emancipation 
from their bondage ; ſo far were they from | 
: de! firing to ſhake off « the yoke,” that | 
they only. defired of their intended king, _ 
that he would eaſe them of fart of their | 
burthens, and make the yoke 70 lighter:” 
7 they had perhaps learned, that in Judea, 
King aly government was not compatible 15 
w ith the entire freedom of the ſubject ; 5 
5 and like 1 wil ſe men and real friends to their 


en! untry, if ome of the moſt obnoxious 


. their zrievances had been redreſſed, 


w ald hay: 2 ſubmitted to have borne the 


ret 


ul come to this 8 ſt, ix. that a weak; and ads 
unſucceſi ful attempt, made by the people to recover their 


right, is tecaswaable; but a vigorous and ſacce/iful one 
highly laud wo? 'Vhis is certainly one wav, and per- 


haps the on one, of reconciling ſuch kiad of contra- 


Alion. 


1 the reaſonableneſs of the people 8 demands, 


the propriety of their conduct: or if it FO 


5 
rel, rather than onvally the kingdom by 
a revolution. N 


N Let us now, in the bond place, « con- 
: der the conduct of king Rehoboam, « on 
this occaſion. 15 


Reaſoning from the nature and pro- 9 
priety of things, and forgetting, for a mo- 
ment, what too often has been, and rs 7 

poffible again may be, the conduct of kings 

— in fimilar circumſtances, one ſhould hay e 

thought, that one or the firſt things that 


would have ſtruck him, would have been 


which he would have telt enhanced, by 


| were poſſible for chat to eſcape him, it MY 
might at leaſt have been expected, that, | 


alive to his own intereſt, he could not i 


have been blind to the policy of conſent- 
5 ing, with a8 good a grace as ö po! Zible, to „ | 
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was” 4 * 


demands 1 which he was not in a condition OL 
to” reſiſt: bot ala 8 ſuch has generally 
been the infatuation of kings, and ſo dread- 
fally fearful are they in general, * that the 5 
| people ſhould recover any part of their 
own, that inſtances of their giving what 
5 they have thought themſelves in a condi- 
tion to I! the bold, are rare indeed; and 
hence, when grieva ances are complained of, 
and know n to exiſt, inſtead of generouſly 


f coming forwa: rd, | and meeting. their ſub⸗ : 


ics half way, in the great work of reform, : 
which would tend to cf tabliſh their throne: 


more firmly than all the ſev eritics they can 8 


_ uſe, 5 ” 


N I have Ty 5 in gen ral, God forbid we 3 har 


BE  bour an idea. — chat ee are neceſarily tyrants ; for, 
not to mention the illußtrious inſtance on the Britiſh throne, | 
the conduct of the. unhappy king of Poland furnif: hes us 
with an 11 iſtan ce to the contrary : but alas! we behold, a 
the ſame time, in his anmerired fate, a glaring proof of a 
Th tru +Y of the genera 1 rema rk; and that there are ex- Tk 


10 ing WretC hes, v ho, not fatisfied with ty rann. ing over 


their cacn ſubjects, are enemies to the libertic s of other 


- cov wries, and even to kings themſelves, „hen tavo; abi * 


10 lie rtv 


„„ 
uſe, or r all the armies they can raiſe, they 


too often perſevere in their refuſal, till - 


finding they can refuſe no longer, their 


2 conceſſions come too late, either to fotiefy — 3 


b their ful echt, or to do them any good. 2 


Inſtances mr” this: kind are to be met 


| with in the hiſtory of moſt countries, and . 


are not wanting in that of c our own. 


. is plain, however, that no convic- 5 


1 tions of the 7 Mice of the people's 8 claims, 


or the policy of granting them, could force 
| | their way into the head of Rehoboam; but 


that he might avoid any appearance of 
raſhneſs, after deſiring time to conſider the 
matter, he affected to aſk che advice of = 
his counſellors, though | his ſubſequent 
conduct ſufficiently evinced, that, like 


many others, he had previouſly de termine d 


1 follow his Wn, vainly ſuppot ng, „ that 


: all intelligent r men muſt. ſee things in the 9 
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light in u which he ſaw them. / He 1 fill 
8 : recourſe to « the old nen, chat ſtood before 
LL... Solomon, his father; a that is, in mo- 5 


5 dern language, the privy council. 


As Schomon Was A wiſe. man, there 3 


no doubt but he had ſelected ſome of the 
wiſeſt of his ſubjets to be his counlellors; g 
. and as. they were now « old men, they 
5 had added experience, the ſureſt of. all 
5 guides, : to their wiſdom ; and yet with : 
theſe qualifications, they ſeem to have i in- 
herited the true ſpirit of courtiers; that 
is to fay 0 they re garded what they cons dered - 
as the 7 mtere ſts of the king, but were not ; 
E much concerned about thoſe of the people ; 
PT ſpecies of excellence which indeed muſt 
very ſeldom be looked for in thoſe who | - 


ſurrou nd a throne. 


"Theſe wiſe old. men, therefore, either 


I did not ſee, or didn not feet, or did not dare 


0 


75 urge, before their OFT the juſtice of 
the popular cauſe : they nevertheleſs gave 


him counſel, which, had it been fol- i 


- lowed, might have ſecured his Crown. 1 


They aw clearly that it was policy to 5 


Fign. at leaſt, ſubmiſſion to a people . 


could not reſiſt. They were Convince d, 
rhat the people of Itracl might be eaſily 
 fonthed ! into compliances, to which it wou d 


be dangerous to attempt. forcing them; or 


— vulgar language, that they might be 


led, but could not be driven :* they there- 


: fore adviſed him to put, as we ſhould lay, 


5 good face on the matter ; or, in other 


words, to make a virtue of neceſſity, . 


| furing hi [verſe 7th] that A ee 
ſub- 


* It may be proper juſt to remind thoſe whom it mu, 
concern, that a diſpoſition of this kind is not peculiac to 
Jjudea; it has appeared 1 in America; it has like: viſa ap- 


. peared, and may poſlibly again be teen in ireland; 75 d 


perhaps ſomething not unlike 1 it way be diſcovered even 
in England. ; 


. 


r vi 8,287 pooch „ 


* 
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Jed non on his part, and a * g00d 


words, would ſecure the people for ever. 


lappy ud it been 45 Ribe i. he: 
nad followed this advice ; but his ral. 


Pr eoft could not brock the idea of any 


thing that reſembled. even a temporary 


: ſubmiſtion to a people, whoſe bread he and 


his family, for many years, had caten : his 


” rye blood * flowed with increaſing rapidity 
DD}: — | 


„Some may ſuppoſe, chat che phraſe rojal blood 10 N 


meer expletive, a word without any meaning, and chat the 
blood, &c. of kings and nobles does not greatly differ 
From that of other men; but this is a vulgar idea it 


18 well known to tlie learned, and eſpecially to anatomiſts, 


- "that royal blood 1s very different from common ditto; it 


3; much brighter in colour, owing to its purity; the 


5 venal blood 55 kings far exceeding, in that particular, | 


even the arterial blood of other men: it is not debaſed 


by a mixture, with what the learned call rum, that is 


1 ban, falt and water; the craſamentum being ſo con- 
1 trived as to flow freely without its aſſiſtance. | A roya * 


© heart is more capacious than a common one, and is not ſo 
liable to be contraſted, except indeed when prerogative 
3s in danger, when its forcible contraction becomes neceſ- 
bal, in order to propel the blood \y ich pid through 
we 


( 31 = 


. through his Veins, and communicating i its 

: warmth to the upper regions of the /c wll, 
his imagination became fired with ideas of 3 

royal dignity, ſuch as have been known to 
fill the heads of kings on ſuch occaſions ; . 5 

and conceiving, as others have done after 

5 him, that he was in full and unqueſtionable - 

Do poſſeſſion of a divine right, to do 40700, he 
rejected, with true royal dignity, the coun- 

ſel of the old men, that he might follow 


his own. : 


It ſeems however, that in Judea, 2 as well i 


as in other countries, beſides the privy i 


council, of which I take old men to have 


the arteries, | The 2 head Ciffers likewiſe from that = 
of common ſubjects, it contains a much greater quantity 


of brain, owing to the extra thinneſs of the ſcull, which 


would, on that account, be frequently in danger of be. 
coming cracked, were it not particularly erm, and indecd f 


almoſt ntpenetrable 1 in its texture. 


[Fee Spigelius, D: e De. W: 2 4, MM. Mal. 


&c Tc, We} 
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| been, there was alſo a cabinet council, + 


| junto of perſons, choſen | on account of 
5 certain qualities which kings uſually de- | 
light in, and without which no once can 
ever hope to be acceptable at court: it is 5 
true, they were young men, and therefore 
deſtitute of that experience which is indif- | 
. penſably neceſſary, i in order to vonduct with 2 
: ſucceſs the affairs of a great nation ; but 
; they poſſeſſed, what to ſome perſons ap- 
8 pears of infinitely g greater conſequence, a 


pliant diſpoſition, and were ſure to give 
-. much advice as would puns the king. 


'To this junto of wnexperienced young 


men, Rchoboam reſorted; and that he 
might not ſeem to act alone, pretended : 
to aſk advice of them, while they, on 
their parts, knowing what kind of con- 
t he was determined to purſue, readily NR. 
gave him fuch advice as they knew would 


6 be agreeable to him, namely, to diſregard 5 


he. 


TH) 


the VICE of the people, and. rc fuſe their 


2 juſt demands. 


8 'To give Hs planfibility 1 to tle adv] ice, 
: 10 directly oppoſite to that of older and 


| more experienced men, the V no doubt ſy g- . 


geſted that the fears of the old men were 


Eo groundleſs, and that to liſten to them would 5 


be unworthy the dignity of a great king ; 3 


a that the majority of the people were fen- | 
7 ſible of the advantages they had enjoyec d = 
under the princes of the houſe of David; 

and though 2 few might pre tend they were ok 
| oppreſſed, both by the avaricious diſpoſi- 


: tion of Solomon, and by the pr -digality ; — | 


or (as the Wedderburns of that day might -; 


term it) the neceſfin y plender and libera- 


lity of himſelf, yet theſe were only a ſew | 
Democrats and  Jacobins, who were un- 7 


5 worthy of the leaſt atte ntion : that | more- 


f over, under the pretence of re ſorm, they 


concealed the darkeſt deſigns as gainſt the 
| fate; 
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5 Hale; that if they were „ e in this 

application, they would only be embold- 
ened to alk the more, till at length the 
king would not have a- fingle farthing- 

” of prerogative left: that the beſt 
10 way to prevent this train of evils, would , ; , 
be to nip their deſigns in the bud ; and 

7 that, by making examples of : a few of their 
. le aders, he would frighten all the reſt: 
or ſhould their num bers be much greater 5 
than was tappoled, yet he had nothing to : 
_ dread from their reſentment, as he had an 
army of one hundred and forty thouſand 
. choſen men, whic h were warriors | „ or, 
as we ſhould ſay, a2 iſciplined troops, which, 
under any pretext, might eafily be called 
0! at : theſe, together with the alliances he 
might. make with the kings of Egypt, N 
alyria, and other. neighbouring | deſpots, 
| 01 ould | amply - ſufficient, and leave him 1 15 


5 roth ing to fear from his people. | = 


Thel 


PT 35 15 1 
1 heſe and the like ſuggeſtions, with 


which the heads of weak monarchs are 
always filled by wicked miniſters, caſily 


prevailed on Rehoboam to do w hat before : 


. wiſhed to do; and accordingly, on the 


i day appointed, he came to parliament, and 
made the At MOST GRACIOUS 
- SPEECH : ne 


DS, My father made your yoke beary, and 


; - 66 «I will add to your yoke; my father alſo 


— chaſtiſed you with. wWhi pe, but FI will 
-« chaſtiſe you with ſearpions 4 


Charming prince! magnanimous hero! 


io . orthy of thyſe elf! ho! V. WO thy 2 


ſucceſſor of the wiſeft of k ings! well mighe 


the whole herd of courtiers bend their 


. pliant necks beneath ſuch exalted wiſdom, „ 


5 ſuch conſummate goodneſs 


w hether a an addreſs was moved for by 


any of the court party, in anfiver to this 


1 958 meſt ; 


| 
1 
Þ: 
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ey enki ſpeech, we are not in- 
formed ; but it is certain, that the motion 
5 for an immediate adjournment was carried 
by a berge major ig. if not mem. con. 


3s The matter Was now at iſſue between 8 
: the king and people ; ; and the latter find- 
95 ing that all hopes of ſucceſs, from pes hs 
able 9 to the throne, were in 
155 val ; that their heavy burthens, inſtead f 
5 ft vali 5 Fed, were like to be much ” 
ner, fed and th at chey had now nothing 8 
but our to tr uſt to, reſolved to have . 5 
courſe 0 arms; and 10 to your tents, 0 


1 « Iſracl!“ | v was echoed from every quar- 


-Þ We call this ſpeech a jt gracieus one, becauſe 


coming from a king it mult of zece/ity be ſo; hence all 
55 ” ſpeeches delivered by kings, and all meſſages from them, : 
are, without any regard to their contents, ſtiled of 
N gracicus; and hence allo, if even a tyrant, or an infidel, 


were to fill the Britiſh throne, the miniſters of the Church 


of England muſt affront the Almighty to his face ; and 1n 


praying for the nen call the reigning monarch » 
may. rt religi Git s and ęracici King 4 itt 


We 


15 8 . | 
We learn from the ſequel of this kit 


7 tory, that Rehoboam made ſome ineffec- 5 
85 tual attempts to recover his authority: he 


ſent Adoram, his chief tax-gatherer, to the | 


5 people; but the incenſed Iſraclites ſtoned 5 


him to death, and Rehoboam dreading "Yo 
ag ſimilar fate, was glad to eſcape as ſpeedily Bu, 
5 as Ppoſlible ; or, in the language of holy 


Cn _ writ, « he made ſpeed to get him up to ” 


ZN his chariot, to flee to Jeruſalem.” 


"Thus $6 the king heerkened not uno 


the people; 3 5 and the conſequence ' was, = 


the kingdom of Iſrael, which he had vainly - 224 


3 hoped. by violence to ſecure, was loſt to 


bim and his family for ever. 


In contemplating. the hiſtory | of thi: 85 


=: al fated monarch, and his favorite mini- - 


e ſters, we are naturally ſtruck w ith aſto- 


5 niſhment at a ſpecies of conduct, Which 


one ould hardly expe would be con- 
| hdered : 


38 * 


ä adered, even a an 1 Erg /. 7 mini 411 as uk, a 
or neceſſary.” On the ground of juſtice it is ” 
inexplicable! we examine it on the ground 
's of policy, and it is no leſs ſo What, 
we are led to aſk, could poſſibly induce : 


the young men to give, or the king to 
[1 late advice, the unavoidable reſult of 5 
| which, all but themſelyes muſt. have 
1 . foreſeen and predicted? ; | 


That men. holding places under the 


2 4 2 


crown, ſhould diſregard the intereſts of 
the people, i is a caſe too common to excite 
our admir ation : But had they no regard 
| = for the intereſt of the monarch, on whoſe _ 
ſmiles they lived? Alas! the hiſtory of | 
the world has amply proved, that courtiers 
have i in general as little real attachment to 5 
= ; the king, as they have to the people. ; But 
5 5 if the miniſters of Rehoboam were Me 
thoſe of other kings, 5 they were at leaſt . 
; attached to their pavers ; they! could not _ 


T9) 


5 5 but know: that their proſperity was as inſepa- 0 
55 rably connected with the proſperity of the 1 


| king, and that i in his ruin their own w ould 


5 be neceſfarily involved ; and therefore we 


OY have every reaſon to believe, that the ad- _ 


"wits they gave him was, in their judg- : 
5 ments, the beſt and moſt effectual to ſecure 


; 1 his throne, and preſerve inviolable his Y 
— fored prerogative. 855 hey were young men 6-5 
Mu it is true, and therefore deſtitute of expe- 4 


1, rience ; ; but we are not therefore to con- 


— clude that they were without underſtand 


5 ing; ; nay, it is moſt probable that ſome of | 


i them were men of parts, and might be as 


capable of making an clegant ſpeech, of 
conſiderable length, and blinding the un 


8 derſtanding of their hearers, as any of our 


. modern miniſters : Why then did they "2 


not ſoreſec What perhaps had been, by 


. perſons of leſs information and leſs ability 


| than therſclv: Sy both foreſeen and ſore- : 
1 told 5 
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The lation of all Haſs difficulties i iS 


given in the laſt clauſe of the text © the 
Fm cauſe was from the Lord.” The event 5 
wok place by the determination of the | 
- Moſt * i 1 


On reading chis, we wonder x no longer 


Gf at the folly and obſtinacy of the monarch; Wa 
5 the total failure both of principle and policy 

in the councils of his miniſters ; but . 

cern a neceſſa ary connection between the = 

appointed event, and the ieps which led 

to * Here our ſubject becomes ſome- e a 

BOY what ferious, and ſuggeſts a few reflections, 


with which we Hhall conclude. 3 


* on the one hand, when the Supreme ; 


— Diſpoſer of Events i is pleaſed to ec raiſe 4 
| nation, for ſuch time as to his wiſdom 
ſeemeth good, to an x high pitch of prot — 
perity a and glory,” the means which! in his . 


Pro- | 


N 


. : providence he makes ole of, are : the virtues. 


5 * — into * men. 


5 on the: other kind; OR it pleaſes | 


the great Governor of the Univerſe, either 


85 totally to deſtroy, or for a time to humble _ 
the pride of a haughty and overbeari ing 
3 nation, the means by which he 1 is generally | 
> pleaſed | to effect his purpole, is the with- 


5 holding wiſdom from thoſe Who gov: ern it, . 


and cc turning their councils,” like chat of 
FEY Ahitophel, « into fooliſhneſs.” 


When ſuch | is oe caſe, in vain. we 5 
wonder at cheir folly, and in vain expect = 


that even experience fel” will make them 


5 | wiſer. . 


| Whenever, therefore, v we ſee 1 govern- 1 


b ment perſevering 1 in meaſures, the folly and 8 


* Vide the 1 on \ the monument of lord Chat- a 


| ham, in the Guildhall, London. 
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(4a) 


injuſtice of which are obvious to al WER 8 
are not warped by intereſt, or blinded. by 7 


5 prejudice ; When we behold them « un- 


ei by trial, unconvinced by proof,” 

8 increaſe in obſtinacy as their credit de- 
5 clines ; and experience, while it makes 5 
ſome men wiſe, only ſerving 1 to render them . 
more deſperate : . when we ſee them Wan- 

: tonly increafing the bucthens of an oppreſſed 

=p | people, deaf to all their peaceable and 8 
_ well- founded complaints; and adding, as 

78 1 in the caſe before us, Inſult to oppreſſion, 
what can we conclude, but that the ; 


| 4 Almighty, having | in Juſtice decreed their 


deft Iruttion, permits their infatuoti, as 


| the 1 means o that muſt lead infallibly to it. 
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